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Don’t call her “adorable™ or “precious.” Get
rid of your perception of her as the “good
little girl.” Keke Palmer is no longer a child
star. Standing before you is a beautiful
woman who just so happens to be the gem
of our generation. To call her a triple threat
is cliché and quite an understatement. Her
talents stretch far beyond our expectations
and her infectious personality captivates us.
The world has had its eye on Lauren Keyana
Palmer for quite sometime, but are we ready
to see what she will do next?
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Dress by Rachel ‘ lls

onth photo shoot, Keke still manages 1o illuminate the room
vith her radiant energy. She slips on a black. lacy dress and
5-inch pumps and takes her spot in front of the camera, Al-

mspire her. In seconds the R&B soun(ls of “Andre” by
the studio. In between snapshots, Keke belts the lyr-

music ignites a flame within the star and triggers
a vibrant aura. She admits she’s not a morning

superstar we know and love. While getting her hair
done for the next shoot she says, “This morning
T as soon as I started llSl’,(,l’lll’lg to Jojo’s song

oying the distraction.”

Most fans recall being pleasantly surprised by Keke's singing
voice at the 2009 BET Awards when she paid tribute to Michael
Jackson. She blew us away with a snippet of. “Who's Loving
You” by the Jackson 5 and introduced us to another one of her
God-given gifts. It makes us wonder, between acting and sing-
ing. which she enjoys the most. “Both of them give me the same
feeling so I have to say I love them both equally.” says Keke.
“It’s hard to say because my acting is on such a different level
than my musie nd of hal'd to give a fair answer. I'm
expected a

md the Bee and Joyful Noise,
entures in music are build-
cased her self-titled mixtape
stry as a new, independent artist.
&B wilh a pup flare an(l n‘latal)lc

L. but says sh(‘s hdp[)l(‘l‘ now llml sllc hds
_ ‘ontrol. 1 alwass felt so unheard when I was with
> and when T was with Interscope. I always felt like no
one really understood me or got who I was as an artist or really
believed in it. Now, I feel like I'm finally being heard and the
music that 'm making is more reflective of who I am.” says the
19-year-old. To aid in her musical vision for the new album that
will bc released soon, Keke has teamed up with super-producer

; sh who she believes is challenging her. “Bangledesh
ushed me out of the box,” Keke explains. “.\ lot of
> said, “You remind me of Brandy” and he’s pushed
that. They always say. “Through your inspiration
who you are.” so he’s pushed me beyond that and
with music that I never thought I would really
s so different, yet its so me. just not the me that

ON BECOMING “CHILLI"

While recording her new album in Atlanta, Keke is also filming
her new made-for-TV movie, Crazy, Sexy. Cool: The TLC Story,
set for a release in the fall of this year on VH1. In the biopic,
Keke portrays Chilli, a member of one of the world’s most icon-
ic R&B girl groups of all time, TLC. She shares the spotlight
with rapper. Lil Mama as Left-Eye and fellow actress, Drew Si-
dora as T-Boz. Her eyes light up as she reveals her excitement
about the role. I can’t believe I'm doing the movie!” she says.
“For Chilli, it’s like telling her life, for me it’s very surreal. It’s
really, really surreal. Almost like a dream.”

Despite Keke and the rest of the cast being thrilled to act in
the film, when word got out about who was chosen to play the
legendary trio, the world became very critical. For Keke, it was
heartbreaking to hear that TLC fans were not pleased with her
new role. “I was honestly extremely shocked because all my life
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“When I date you that means I see potential for us to go further: I'm a relation-
ship person. When I get in it, you best believe ['m going in for the long haul.”

sinee | was a little Kid people would tell me.*You
know, you remind me of Chilli,”” says the ac-
tress. "My whole thing was, I don’t have to look
Just like Chilli just to play the part. You know,
\ngela Bassett, doesn’t look anything like Tina
Turner. They're different complexions and same
thing with Laurence Fishburne and Ike Turner.
And even Selena and Jennifer Lopez: Jennifer
Lopez isn’t even Mexican. For people to be act-
ing that way | was just so completely shocked
and I couldn’t believe it and I was hurt that my
people weren’t happy for me.” She went on to
express her frustration by saying. “This isn’t a
movie about who can look the most like them,
it's about who can play the role. I think people
will be pleasantly surprised. We're all working
so hard and it’s all so close to our hearts. We all
have a true love for the group and true love for
the characters that we're playing.”

For the seasoned actress, the role presents it-
self” as an opportunity for her to combine her
singing, daneing, and acting talents while play-
ing one of her inspirations. Outside of long
hours on set and intense dance rehearsals, Keke
spends quality time with Chilli to capture the
essence of the singer. She says they immediately
hit it off within minutes of their first meeting.
The two spend hours talking and even have
sleepovers at Chilli’s home in Atlanta. “In order
for me to get the right emotion out or the right
intent, she explained a lot of the back-story of
what happened and it was really interesting to
listen to.” says Keke. Chilli and T-Boz are also
very involved with the production of the movie
making sure every detail is portrayed exactly the
way it occurred in reality.

Perhaps the most challenging scene for the en-
tire cast to film was the funeral scene regarding
the untimely death of Left Eye. Keke remembers
what it was like while filming the heartbreaking
moment. She says, *I felt the emotion. | felt the
grief of Chilli and I took on the grief of them.
When I was doing the scene, | was listening to
the song “Missing You® from the end of Set it Off.
I listened to that song thinking about the friend-
ship. thinking about loss, and taking on that
griel. When | say | was erying, | was like erying!
Like erying. erying! It was very draining. People
don’t realize, in acting, every character is real to
vou. You take on that person’s emotion and their
grief. In that very moment. | felt all the grief of
me losing someone.”

Conveying such powerful emotions was nothing
new for Keke, but acting in intimate love scenes
certainly came as a very new experience. In the
film, Evan Ross plays the role of Chilli’s former
boyfriend and producer. Dallas Austin. ~I get to
do my first love scene in this movie, and | was so
happy that he was cute to me.” says Keke. "A lot
of times in my movies, it's not that I am grossed

out by my love interest, but they just haven’t
been my type. 'm usually Kissing white guys and
a lot of times people think that white guys are
my type. And it’s not that they aren’tmy type, it’s

just that I love black men.”

ON BEING IN LOVE

Keke Palmer may love black men. but only one
black man has her heart —her boyfriend, Rod-
ney King. The two met on the set of her former
show. True Jackson. VP and says it was love at
first sight when they locked eyes. Her jaw practi-
ally dropped to the floor. The couple has been
going strong for a little over two years and when
asked if' she’s in love, without hesitation she re-
plies. “Yeah. I love him. | like that I can be my-
self around him, | just really enjoy the honesty
of our relationship. I can depend on him. and
he's very loyal.” But does she believe he is the
one! Keke answers, "l don’t like to say things like
that because then you might jinx it, but I would
like to. Me. I don’t get into a relationship unless
I'm trying to make something out of it. I'm not
into dating. If he and I were to break up then |
probably wouldn’t date anyone for a long time.
I wouldn’t really be able to date because for me,
when I'm going in. I'm going in. Full on with
the emotions. I don’t see the point in dating a
bunch of people. When 1 date you that means |
see potential for us to go further. I'm a relation-
ship person. When | get in it, you best believe
I'm going in for the long haul. That's how my
parents were.”

Keke's parents met when her mother was only
18 years old and tied the knot when she was 20.
Because they are still happily married, Keke says
she likes to model her relationship after them.
Still, there are differences between the two re-
lationships: one being that Keke lives with her
boyfriend in an apartment in Los Angeles. She
shares how her mother feels about the two shar-
ing a home. "My mom feels normal about it.
When I was younger she used to tell me, “You
know. I don’t believe in living with people be-
fore marriage, and I didn’t live with your dad.,”™
says the superstar. “The reason for that was be-
ause my mom saw her sister get into a situa-
tion like that and when her and the man broke
up. he took all of her things and left her there
with nothing. So my mom with me was like, I'm
very independent. My house is my house and my
things are my things. So for me it’s not a way of’
being dependent on someone to take care of me.
So in that sense she believes its okay, because |
an take care of myself”

ON HER EVOLVING CAREER AND
MAKING AN IMPACT

\s she matures in her personal life, Keke also
matures in her acting career. She is approach-
ing a crossroads where she leaves her teen years
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behind and becomes an adult, and seeks more
roles that challenge her as an actress. With her
role on the last season of 90210, Keke is expect-
ed to spice things up a bit. Her acting success
has coined her reference to the likes of Angela
Bassett, regarding her ability to transform into
any character. Keke reveals how she feels about
the comparison by saving. “I don’t mind it at
all. I love Angela. She and Laurence Fishburne
helped me so much at the beginning of my ca-
reer. When people say that, I'm happy.”

With such a diverse fan base varving in age and
background. Keke feels the pressure when ex-
ploring new opportunities to advance her work
in film and television. Lately she has chosen to
steer clear of roles that may lead her to be type-
“ast as the "good girl and the sweet girl.” She is
currently in the pre-production stages of a mov-
ie entitled. Pimp where she will play the lead
as a lesbian prostitute from Brooklyn. Obtain-
ing the role was not an easy task. Keke struggled
with convincing the production team that her
image is not too commercial for the role. After
sending a video to the directors of herself in
her hometown of Chicago improvising as the
character with actual lesbians at her Aunt’s hair
salon, Keke victoriously won the directors over
and got the role. "I was really excited looking for
something different than what I usually do. Not
necessarily erazy and dramatic, and so left field,
but it just so happens that when I read the seript
that | really did love it. I thought it was really
different and felt that it would push me as an ac-
tor. I wanted a challenge and this is a challenge,”
says Keke.

In addition to her new upcoming role, the young
luminary is also in the process of producing and
hosting her own teen talk show. Singing, danc-
ing. and acting are her passions, but she believes
helping others is her purpose. Through her talk
show, Keke wants to bring awareness to issues in
youth culture dealing with sex, drugs. and learn-
ing to co-exist. She claims she was inspired by
Muhammad Ali and Ruby Dee who have used
their platforms to not only establish their lega-
cies but change the world. Keke says she asked
herself one day, “What can | do to use my plat-
form to the max in a positive way that God
wants me to? What can | do to spread the love,
the joy. and the understanding that I've found
through the people I've met and the experiences
I've been able to go through? And that’s how |
thought of my talk show.”

With a new talk show, movie, and album in the
works all at once, Keke still makes time for her-
self to reflect on her accomplishments as well
as her personal growth. She says the most re-
warding part about her career is the people that
she inspires and if she could speak to her five
vear old self now. she would say, “You know you
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won't believe this girl, but youre not gonna believe
what’s gonna come to you soon. | just hope you get
ready for it. Stay pure and stay sweet and it will all
work out and you don’t have to change for anybody.
‘cause you did it!”

After her last shoot, the bubbly personality, chats
with everyone in the room and takes pictures. With
such a humble soul to match her endless talent we
can’t help but wonder who inspires her and is part-
ly responsible for the makings of this phenomenal
woman. "My mom.” says Keke. “She’s real strong. If
I could be anything like her, I'd be real good.”




